MUSIC INDUSTRY TRUSTS AWARD 2017:
ROB STRINGER HONOURED
CEO of Sony Music Entertainment worldwide Rob Stringer is to be honoured with the prestigious
Music Industry Trusts Award, in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the music industry.
In a career spanning more than three decades, he has undoubtedly become one of the most
respected and admired people in the business.
David Munns OBE, chairman of the MITS Award committee, said: “Rob’s extraordinary perception
of how talent and artistry develops has brought him to the pinnacle of achievement in the music
business. He is acknowledged and admired by colleagues, peers and competitors alike, while artists
around the world value his integrity and support. This is what we aim to recognise every year with
the Music Industry Trusts Award, and there’s no one more deserving of the honour than Rob”.
The award will be presented this November, at a gala ceremony held in aid of the BRIT Trust and
Nordoff Robbins. Rob Stringer will follow in the footsteps of previous recipients including Sir George
Martin, Sir Elton John, Sir Lucian Grainge CBE, Michael Eavis CBE, Simon Cowell and Annie
Lennox OBE.
A lifelong Luton Town FC fanatic, Rob started his career in London at CBS Records as a graduate
trainee in 1985. Quickly rising through the ranks, he became Managing Director of Epic Records in
1992, and Chairman of Sony Music UK in 2001. During this time, he worked closely with top UK
artists including The Clash, Manic Street Preachers, Jamiroquai, Sade and the late George Michael.
Stringer went on to be appointed Chairman of Sony Music Entertainment’s Columbia Records in the
US in 2008, and can be credited with the label’s recent stratospheric rise. With a label roster
boasting some of the world’s most iconic artists, notably AC/DC, Bob Dylan, Celine Dion, Pharrell
Williams and Bruce Springsteen, Stringer has overseen a number of the most ground-breaking
releases of the last decade, including record-breaking “25” by Adele, the cutting-edge visual album
“Lemonade” by Beyoncé and “Blackstar”, the final studio album by David Bowie, whom he
personally worked very closely with. Stringer’s most recent accomplishments include contributing to
the monumental mainstream success of EDM-pop duo The Chainsmokers and more recently
nurturing Harry Styles’ breakout solo career. Rob was promoted to CEO of Sony Music
Entertainment worldwide in October last year.
Rob Stringer said: “With its longstanding history in recognising British talent in the music industry,
and continued support of two brilliant charities, The BRIT Trust and Nordoff Robbins, it is a
true honour to join such illustrious company and be given the MITS Award this year”.

Celebrating its 26th year, the Music Industry Trusts Award has become recognised as one of the
true benchmarks of achievement in the UK music business, and continues to benefit great causes
year after year.
Rob has already personally received a number of awards throughout his career, including UJA’s
Music Visionary of the Year in 2013, presented by Adele, the ‘Strat’ Award for Outstanding Lifetime
Achievement from Music Week in 2014, and the Clive Davis Visionary Award from Billboard
magazine in 2016.
The Music Industry Trusts Award supports two important charities – the BRIT Trust and Nordoff
Robbins and is sponsored by Ingenious Media, PPL, SJM and Spotify.
www.mitsaward.co.uk
#MITsAward

For more information please contact:
The Outside Organisation: +44(0)2074363633
Alan Edwards: alan.edwards@outside-org.co.uk
Jack Delaney: jack.delaney@outside-org.co.uk

-endsNotes to editors:
The BRIT Trust
Supporting young people in music and education and bringing excellence to the performing arts.
The BRIT School
Original, responsible, ambitious: The BRIT School is vocational, academic, inclusive and free.
The BRIT School is the UK’s leading performing arts and technology state school, providing a
unique and free education for 1,200 pupils aged between 14 and 19.
The BRIT School nurtures the new fashion designers, illustrators, playwrights, performers, stage
managers, composers, teachers, community group leaders, choreographers, filmmakers, game
developers, and thinkers of the future.
www.brit.croydon.sch.uk
@TheBRITSchool
www.facebook.com/thebritschool

Nordoff Robbins
Nordoff Robbins is the largest independent music therapy charity in the UK, dedicated to changing
the lives of vulnerable and isolated people.
We support thousands of people in our own centres and by working in partnership with a wide range
of organisations including care homes, schools and hospitals.

When delivered by a trained practitioner, music therapy can be used to support people living with a
wide range of needs. It can help a child with autism to communicate, reduce anxiety for those living
with dementia or provide comfort and celebrate the life of someone facing terminal illness.
Music therapy can be life-changing for so many people.
www.nordoff-robbins.org.uk

